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Dr Harsh Vardhan
A vd af¥ar senm, feme 3 fafed
a gedt fagm= #sh, siea Awew

Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare,
qgH! WA, Raw! o, qaw feam Science & Technology and Earth Sciences

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas Government of India

D. O. LR No. Z-28015/25/2019-BC (NHM)

Dated April 16, 2020
Dear Shri Jai Pratap Singh Ji,

At the outset, | would like to appreciate the hard work being done by your
team under your able leadership in effective management of COVID-19.

2. You would agree that availability of blood in the blood banks, both public and
private, for addressing various exigencies and emergencies is essential. We are
also cognizant of the situation that due to restrictions, it may not be possible to
organize blood donation camps. However, at the same time, it is necessary to
ensure sufficient availability of blood, especially for people needing regular blood

transfusion on account of blood disorders such as Thalassemia, Sickle Cell Anemia
and Hemophilia etc.

3. Keeping in view the present peculiar situation due to COVID-19, | shall be
grateful if the following measures, inter alia, are taken to ensure adequate
availability of blood in the blood banks, namely: -

(a) Appeal for Blood donation from Hon’ble Chief Minister and yourself may be

published in local dailies and telecast and broadcast in local media channels.
(b) Use of e-Raktkosh bortaf as a single point for maintaining records of donors as
well as providing real-time information on status of current stocks of each
blood group may be encouraged. The prospective blood donors may be asked
to register on the portal. Blood Banks in your state may also be directed to
update blood availability in the e-Raktkosh portal regularly.
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(c) States may make necessary arrangements for sending blood cdllection and
transportation vans or any other hired vehicles, to maintain adequate
availability of blood in an area.

(d) States may adopt flexible timings and may also like to extend the hours of
fixed and mobile donor sessions. It may be suggested to donors to come in a
staggered manner for blood donation and social distancing norms are
maintained.

(e) All voluntary donors may be given passes for smooth movement and such
donors donating blood during this critical time ma“y be given Special
Certificates.

(f) Extra safety measures should be taken at the Blood Donation Centers,
pertaining to infection prevention and personal protection such as regular hand
washing, wiping down donor-touched areas, using sterile collection sets for
every donation and preparing the arm with an aseptic cleanser.

(g9) Assured availability of iron chelating agents and anti-hemophilia factors at
hospitals, where Thalassemic and Hemophilic patients avail the services, may

also be ensured.

With regards
Yours sincerely,

I Lot
(Dr. Harsh Vardhan)

Shri Jai Pratap Singh
Minister of Health & F.\W
Government of U.P.
Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh - 226001
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